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The so-called policy-making 
triangle

 The European Commission

 The Council of the EU

 The European Parliament



The Commission





The glass 
theme 

continues...



Jean-Claude Junker



The College of Commissioners 
2014-19



Solemn undertaking before the Court of Justice by the 
President and the new members of the European 
Commission

 http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?referen
ce=IP/10/487&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&
guiLanguage=en

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/487&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


The European Parliament



Brussels & Strasbourg

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:EuropeanParliament.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:EuropeanParliament.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:European_parliament.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:European_parliament.jpg


Martin Schultz



The European Council



Article 15

1. The European Council shall provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development 
and shall define the general political directions and priorities thereof. It shall not exercise 
legislative functions.

2. The European Council shall consist of the Heads of State or Government of the Member 
States, together with its President and the President of the Commission. The High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy shall take part in its work.

3. The European Council shall meet twice every six months, convened by its President. When the 
agenda so requires, the members of the European Council may decide each to be assisted by 
a minister and, in the case of the President of the Commission, by a member of the 
Commission. When the situation so requires, the President shall convene a special meeting of 
the European Council.

4. Except where the Treaties provide otherwise, decisions of the European Council shall be taken 
by consensus.

5. The European Council shall elect its President, by a qualified majority, for a term of two and a 
half years, renewable once. In the event of an impediment or serious misconduct, the European 
Council can end the President’s term of office in accordance with the same procedure.



The venue!



Donald Tusk
Polish Presidency of the EU



6. The President of the European Council:

 (a) shall chair it and drive forward its work;
 (b) shall ensure the preparation and continuity of the work of the European 

Council in cooperation with the President of the Commission, and on the 
basis of the work of the General Affairs Council;

 (c) shall endeavour to facilitate cohesion and consensus within the 
European Council;

 (d) shall present a report to the European Parliament after each of the 
meetings of the European Council.

 The President of the European Council shall, at his level and in that capacity, 
ensure the external representation of the Union on issues concerning its 
common foreign and security policy, without prejudice to the powers of the 
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy.

 The President of the European Council shall not hold a national office.



Informal chats!



A bit less warm & cosy!



The future!



The Council of the EU or 
Council of Ministers



The Justus Lipsius Building



The Court of Justice of the 
European Union



Seat of the CJEU in 
Luxembourg
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